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Six EU-funded projects call for clearer
rules to help citizens share
renewable energy

A joint policy brief sets out 11 recommendations on energy sharing, market access, consumer
protection and simpler procedures for energy communities.

Novi Sad, September 28%, 2026 - Six EU-funded projects have called on policymakers to make it
easier for citizens and energy communities to participate in electricity markets by producing,
sharing and trading renewable energy.

The recommendations are set out in a joint policy brief, Recommendations to empower citizens
in the energy transition thanks to energy communities and energy sharing, published in June 2026.
Developed within the European Commission’s BRIDGE initiative, the brief draws on the experience
of LocalRES, FEDECOM, Masterpiece, STUNNED, INTELLIGENT and U2DEMO.

Its 11 recommendations address barriers at EU, national and local levels.
They include improving access to energy data, clarifying rules for energy sharing and trading,
enabling regulatory sandboxes, simplifying network tariffs - particularly for storage - and
strengthening consumer protection.

The projects argue that current national frameworks can make it difficult for energy communities
to share electricity flexibly and participate in markets. Among other proposals, the brief calls for
rules that allow energy sharing across wider local areas and support market-based trading, rather
than limiting communities to fixed allocation arrangements.

It also recommends proportionate fees for consumers taking part in energy-sharing schemes,
simpler administrative procedures, and national working groups bringing together regulators,
government bodies, distribution system operators, energy communities and EU-funded projects.

The brief was developed through collaboration in the BRIDGE Regulation Working Group. BRIDGE
brings together EU-funded projects working on areas including smart grids, energy storage and
digitalization. The proposals are directed at policymakers across the EU at European, national,
regional and local levels.

The six projects say their recommendations are based on lessons from research and
demonstration activities and are intended to help translate that experience into more enabling
rules for energy communities and energy sharing.
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https://bridge-smart-grid-storage-systems-digital-projects.ec.europa.eu/
https://bridge-smart-grid-storage-systems-digital-projects.ec.europa.eu/working-groups/regulation

The policy brief is available here:
https://intelligent-project.eu/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/joint-policy-brief.pdf
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